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Project 20 : Verse 3 Week 4 (29th October)

  

PPEEOOPPLLEE  MMAATTTTEERR  
Connect groups are about pastoral care and 
discipleship.  Take the time to also telephone and 
text regularly. Please try make sure you take time 
during the month to visit at least one or two 
members of your group, pop in for coffee.  If you 
notice people are missing from church on Sundays 
please do make sure they are followed up.  No one 
should be sick and without help and prayer in Net 
Church, no one should be struggling without 
support and care in Net Church.  Sometimes it is 
the little things that we do, like a phone call, that 
make a huge difference.   
 
When you ring before the study could you please 
encourage each person to: 

• bring a Bible to each study 

• Bring a notebook for the series.   
 
The notebook is for them to jot down thoughts or 
questions when they read the passage before the 
night of the study.  And to bring along to the study 
so that they can write down revelations, teaching 
etc.  Connect groups are all about growth: 

• Personal growth – if we are hungry we 
feed ourselves.  As disciples we must get 
into the habit of studying the Bible for 
ourselves, feeding on spiritual food. 

• Church growth – growing together as a 
body. That is why we will be studying the 
passages at the same time as a church.   

 
 

TTHHEE  FFOORRMMAATT  
To get the best out of the study please read  
Each study’s assigned reading notes well in 
advance of the group and make lots of notes. 
Make sure you understand the answers to the 
questions listed. Also feel free to add other 
scriptures in to aid discussion in the question time: 
 
 

 
1. Introduce the topic  
2. Read the bible passage listed (ask 

someone else in the group to encourage 
group interaction). 

3. Watch the media clip – make sure you 
have watched it plenty of times in 
advance of the study and think of all the 
potential questions that will arise from 
this. The link is listed and you can watch 
this on TV’s, large laptops etc just make 
sure the sound is loud and you have 
tested the set up before the group arrive. 
So that during the actual connect group 
you just turn and push play. 

4. Interaction Discussion. We have listed 
questions for you to promote as much 
discussion as possible.  Interaction is key. 
Bring in some scriptures to stimulate 
discussion at different points, and 
encourage as many group members as 
possible to participate (don’t allow 1-2 to 
dominate the answers, encourage even 
the quieter ones to bring forward ideas 
etc).  You may need to think of some 
additional questions around the verse.   

5. Always bring in the biblical viewpoint so 
that people fully understand what the 
verses ARE saying (eg what does blessed 
actually mean for instance).  

6. As the discussion comes to a close ask the 
application questions in section 5 for each 
person to take a moment and reflect on 
what this study means for them 
personally. Make sure you have pens 
available for people to complete this 
section. This makes the study living and 
active. 

7. Finally finish in prayer. Ask if there are any 
prayer needs and also pray into the study 
and its outworking. 
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LEADERS GUIDE –1 TIMOTHY 1:3 (WEEK 4 29th OCTOBER) 
Read the study notes Appendix A and B supplied on page 3-5 below – these will really help you 
with this study. 

1. Introduce the topic. 

Paul started this letter by clearly stating how he identifies himself in Jesus and the command He 
has received, then he highlights the genuineness of Timothy’s discipleship. He now highlights the 
commands Timothy received from himself. Let’s unpack verse 3 together.  

2. Read 

Have spare Bibles available and read 1 Timothy chapter 1 verse 3.  

3. Watch the video – Week 4 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1DIgYw3L-ZjL4YyUqrfScCtiAF8FwK51o 

4. Ask and discuss the questions (encourage as much group participation as possible) 

 Questions: 

Paul clearly knew God’s will for His life. How do you know God’s will for your life? 

How do you know the difference between the general will for all disciples - such as  2 Tim 4:5 ‘do 
the work of an evangelist’ and Matthew 28:18-20 ‘go into all the world and make disciples’ etc, - 
and the specific will of God for your life?  
Leaders Note: Read Appendix A to have some clear scriptures to help people with this once the 
discussion is underway. Hand Appendix A out at the end if possible for people to read later. 

What role does church leadership have in developing your calling and purpose? Leaders Note: 
Read Appendix B before this study so you have some clear scriptures to help the group. Ephesians 
4:11-16 is a core scripture here. 

What is your understanding of Hebrews 13:7 and Hebrews 13:17 and how do they apply to your 
life? 

Are there any occasions when we should not obey our leaders? Can you think of any biblical 
examples?  Leaders Note: If a leader gives any instruction contrary to God’s word, or condones 
something that the Bible clearly forbids that would be two examples not to obey! 

Paul gives clear instructions to Timothy – stay there’ – in verse 3 of 1 Timothy 1 - he doesn’t ask 
Timothy to pray about it or give a time length. How do we know the latest instructions for our 
lives as disciples?  

 We are all one body, and one family, we just have different responsibilities. Read 1 Corinthians 
 12:4-5, 1 Corinthians 12:27-31. How can we ensure we don’t place leaders on a ‘pedestal’ they 
 can only fall off of or on the other side of the coin, belittle and disrespect them?  

 In Paul’s first three verses he is stating who he is, and his call, who Timothy is and his legitimacy 
 as a disciple and Timothy’s last instructions. How would you sum up your spiritual journey to 
 date in one paragraph? 

5. Over to you… (personal application) 

▪ What did you find challenging in this study? 
▪ Is there anything the Holy Spirit is highlighting that you need to work on after this study? 
▪ Make a decision – let’s not just be those who hear God’s word but those who live it out. Make a 

decision based on this study of how you are going to walk this teaching out personally. 
▪ Take time to read 1 Timothy 1 verse 4 over the next few days and really consider what you are 

reading. Write any questions down from verses 1-4 and we can discuss them at the next study. 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1DIgYw3L-ZjL4YyUqrfScCtiAF8FwK51o
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Appendix A 
 

8 HELPFUL TIPS - HOW TO KNOW GOD’S WILL by Chris Russell 

How can we know God’s plan for our lives? Over the past 
twenty-five years that I have been in ministry, I have 
discovered eight vital keys to knowing God’s will. Here they 
are: 

1) Walk with God. 

For starters, if you are interested in knowing God’s plan for 
your life, then you must learn to walk with God. You need to 
develop a relationship with Him. Christianity is all about 
relationship rather than just religion. And so you 
must cultivate your relationship with God. You must seek 
to know Him and not just seek to know about Him. You will 
cultivate that relationship best by spending time in His 
Word, taking time for prayer, and taking every opportunity 
you can to be involved in church and small group Bible 
study opportunities. When you seek these disciplines in 
your life, God will begin the first steps to revealing His plan 
to you. 

Proverbs 3:5-6 
5 Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on your 
own understanding; 6 In all your ways acknowledge Him, 
and He shall direct your paths. 
 
2) Surrender your will to God’s. 

Many times when we say we are seeking God’s will, what 
we are really wanting to say to God is this: “OK, God, here’s 
what I’m planning to do. Now I need you to rubber stamp 
this, all right?” I must tell you that this is not really effective 
in finding His true will. Before God will begin to reveal His 
will to you, you must be committed to doing whatever it is 
that He desires for you to do. God will likely be slow to 
show you His plan if He knows you will likely not do that 
plan anyway. 

Romans 12:1-2 
1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, 
that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. 2 And 
do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by 
the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that 
good and acceptable and perfect will of God.  
 
Jesus was willing to die for us, so shouldn’t we be willing to 
live for Him? When we surrender to Him, that is when He 
really begins to direct our steps. 
 
3) Obey what you already know to be God’s Will. 

Many people seem to want to know what God’s plan is for 
their lives, but they overlook the fact that 98% of His will is 

already delineated carefully through His Word. God is very 
clear about many, many aspects of His will. For instance, it 
is clearly His plan that we abstain from sexual immorality (1 
Thessalonians 4:3). 

If we do not obey the things that God has shown us clearly 
to be His will, why would we think He would reveal any 
further information regarding His plan for our lives? 
Obedience is an important first step. 

4) Seek godly input. 

One key component to finding God’s will is to seek the input 
of godly advisors in your life. If you don’t currently have 3-4 
godly mentors, then I would highly recommend that you 
seek them out right away. 

Think of it this way: you should understand that you are 
basically a composite of the five people you spend the most 
time with. So, then, it is vital that you choose those five 
people well. If you choose to surround yourself with godly 
advisors, they will be instrumental in helping you discern 
God’s plan for your life. But if you surround yourself with 
people who are far from God, your hope of finding His best 
for your life will be greatly diminished. 

Proverbs 11:14 
Where there is no counsel, the people fall; but in the 
multitude of counselors there is safety. 
The church is designed to help you greatly with this. I would 
encourage you to be in church every single time the doors 
are opened. The more you involve yourself with a 
community of believers, the greater your chances will be of 
finding godly men and women who can help you discern 
God’s will. 

5) Pay attention to how God has wired you. 

God has created you to fulfill a specific role in this world. 
There is no one else who can achieve completely what God 
has purposely created you to do. The Apostle Peter gives 
us this admonition: 

1 Peter 4:10 
As each one has received a gift, minister it to one another, 
as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. God has 
gifted every one of us to perform a special mission for 
which we alone were created. How amazing is that? Wow! 
So, when you seek to discover God’s will for your life, pay 
attention to how He has gifted you. His plan for you will 
always be directly related to the gifts that He has bestowed 
upon you. The great news is that you will automatically be 
good at whatever it is that He has called you to do! 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=pr+3:5-6
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=ro+12:1-2
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=1th+4:3
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=1th+4:3
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=pr+11:14
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=1pe+4:10
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6) Listen to God’s Spirit. 

I experienced a major turning point in my own prayer life 
when I learned simply to shut up while I was praying. That 
may sound odd to you, and it seemed odd to me at first. 

You see, I used to do all the talking when I prayed to God. 
But then, several years ago, I read Bill Hybel’s book, Too 
Busy Not to Pray. That book completely changed the way I 

approached God through prayer. Since reading that book, I 
have added a significant component to my prayer life: 
listening. I take time to listen to what God might have to say 
to me. 

Practically, the way I go about this is to bring a notepad with 
me when I sit down to pray. Then I write at the top of 
several pages things like the following: 

• What is the next step in my career?” 

• “What is the next step in my ministry?” 

• “What is the next step for my family?” 

• “What is the next step for my marriage?” 

• “What is the next step in my education?” 

• “What is the next step in my finances?” 

During my prayer time, I meditate on questions such as the 
above. Often, God will start flooding my heart with ideas 
and information regarding one or more of those questions. I 
write as fast as I can as He speaks to my heart. What a 
glorious experience that is to sense His Spirit on me, 
guiding my thoughts and words. Through experiences like 
this, He has shown me many times with great clarity what 
His will is for my life. I long for those experiences when He 
speaks to me like that. Those times are truly life changing. 

John 10:27 
My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow 
Me. 
 
7) Listen to your heart. 

In addition to listening to the Spirit, I also recommend 
listening to your heart. To understand my point here, 
consider the following passage: 

Psalms 37:4-5 
4 Delight yourself also in the LORD, and He shall give you 
the desires of your heart. 5 Commit your way to the LORD, 
trust also in Him, and He shall bring it to pass”. 
 
I love this passage, because it shows me that, when I am 
walking with the Lord, He will actually let me do many really 
cool things that I actually love to do! When you are close to 
Him, He actually begins to shape your desires so that you 
desire the things that He has already called you to do. So 
then, His plan actually becomes a super-exciting adventure. 
I always have the most fun in life when I am doing God’s 
will. And that is because He shapes my “wanter” to want to 
do the things for which He has actually created me. 

 

8) Take a look at your circumstances. 

God often clearly demonstrates His plan for our lives by 
lining up circumstances in obvious ways. And He also 

shows us what His will is NOT for us to do in that same 
way. It is not His will for you to take the job that is not 
offered to you. If you are 5’ 6” tall and weigh 125 lbs., it is 
not likely that God has created you to play professional 
rugby. Over the years, I have discovered that God is pretty 
good at opening and closing doors. He even did that for the 
Apostle Paul and his group in Acts. Take a look at this 
passage: 

Acts 16:6-10 

6 Now when they had gone through Phrygia and the region 
of Galatia, they were forbidden by the Holy Spirit to preach 
the word in Asia. 

7 After they had come to Mysia, they tried to go into 
Bithynia, but the Spirit did not permit them. 

8 So passing by Mysia, they came down to Troas. 

9 And a vision appeared to Paul in the night. A man of 
Macedonia stood and pleaded with him, saying, “Come 
over to Macedonia and help us.” 

10 Now after he had seen the vision, immediately we 
sought to go to Macedonia, concluding that the Lord had 
called us to preach the gospel to them. 
So, even Paul had to face closed doors in his ministry. God 
often uses closed doors to show us clearly what He does 
NOT want us to do. And He also uses open doors at times 
to show us what He DOES want us to do. Of course, this 
does not mean that every open door is definitely God’s 
plan, but it does help to give you some basic direction. 

 

A Closing Thought: 

The next time you begin to ponder God’s plan for your life, I 
would encourage you to mull over the above eight keys. 
Use these principles to help you to hone in on His plan. And 
when you seek His will earnestly, you will find it! 

 

 

http://www.amazon.com/Too-Busy-Not-Pray-Reflection/dp/0830819711%3FSubscriptionId%3D0G81C5DAZ03ZR9WH9X82%26tag%3Dzemanta-20%26linkCode%3Dxm2%26camp%3D2025%26creative%3D165953%26creativeASIN%3D0830819711
http://www.amazon.com/Too-Busy-Not-Pray-Reflection/dp/0830819711%3FSubscriptionId%3D0G81C5DAZ03ZR9WH9X82%26tag%3Dzemanta-20%26linkCode%3Dxm2%26camp%3D2025%26creative%3D165953%26creativeASIN%3D0830819711
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=joh+10:27
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=ps+37:4-5
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=ac+16:6-10
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Appendix B 
 
Bible Verses About Leadership - Compiled and Edited by BibleStudyTools  
 
Being a leader takes courage, discipline, and 
determination. While a great leader can bring 
great success, it also comes at the cost of being 
judged and overwhelmed. The Bible speaks of 
so many wonderful leaders and how God 
blessed them for their work. There are many 
verses and Scriptures that God spoke to 
encourage men and women who choose to step 
up and lead. If you are striving to be a leader or if 
you need understanding about leadership these 
Bible verses should help! 
 
Hebrews 13:7 
Remember your leaders, who spoke the word of 
God to you. Consider the outcome of their way of 
life and imitate their faith. 
 
Ephesians 4:11-16 
So Christ himself gave the apostles, the 
prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and 
teachers, 12 to equip his people for works of 
service, so that the body of Christ may be built 
up 13 until we all reach unity in the faith and in 
the knowledge of the Son of God and become 
mature, attaining to the whole measure of the 
fullness of Christ. 14 Then we will no longer be 
infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and 
blown here and there by every wind of teaching 
and by the cunning and craftiness of people in 
their deceitful scheming. 15 Instead, speaking 
the truth in love, we will grow to become in every 
respect the mature body of him who is the head, 
that is, Christ. 16 From him the whole body, 
joined and held together by every supporting 
ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as 
each part does its work. 
 
Titus 1:7-14 
7 Since an overseer manages God’s household, 
they must be blameless—not overbearing, not 
quick-tempered, not given to drunkenness, not 
violent, not pursuing dishonest gain. 8 Rather, 
they must be hospitable, one who loves what is 
good, who is self-controlled, upright, holy and 
disciplined. 9 They must hold firmly to the 
trustworthy message as it has been taught, so 
that theycan encourage others by sound doctrine 
and refute those who oppose it. 10 For there are 
many rebellious people, full of meaningless talk 
and deception, especially those of the 
circumcision group. 11 They must be silenced, 
because they are disrupting whole households 

by teaching things they ought not to teach—and 
that for the sake of dishonest gain.  
 
James 3:1 
Not many of you should become teachers, my 
fellow believers, because you know that we who 
teach will be judged more strictly. 
 
Philippians 2:3-4 
Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain 
conceit. Rather, in humility value others above 
yourselves,not looking to your own interests but 
each of you to the interests of the others. 
 
1 Timothy 3:2 
2 Now the overseer is to be above reproach, 
faithful to his wife, temperate, self-controlled, 
respectable, hospitable, able to teach, 
 
1 Timothy 4:12 
Don’t let anyone look down on you because you 
are young, but set an example for the believers 
in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith and in 
purity. 
 
2 Timothy 2:15 
Do your best to present yourself to God as one 
approved, a worker who does not need to be 
ashamed and who correctly handles the word of 
truth. 
Psalm 37:5 
 
Proverbs 27:23-24 
Be sure you know the condition of your flocks, 
give careful attention to your herds; for riches do 
not endure forever, and a crown is not secure for 
all generations. 
 
Mark 10:42-45 
Jesus called them together and said, “You know 
that those who are regarded as rulers of the 
Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials 
exercise authority over them. 43 Not so with you. 
Instead, whoever wants to become great among 
you must be your servant, 44 and whoever 
wants to be first must be servant of all. 45 For 
even the Son of Man did not come to be served, 
but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for 
many. 


